INTRODUCTION
Marinas constitute a necessary condition for the creation and development of nautical tourism, which actually sits alongside several other leisure and sport activities related to the sea. A further development of this sector may be sought precisely in a form of standardization and packaging of nautical tourism products. The practice of the charter and of yacht rental clearly aims to such a goal and can open up new markets.
In order to understand nautical tourism it is necessary to investigate and outline the boater's behaviour, preferences, habits at sea and on land. In most cases, the need emerges of empirical investigations on the field, that must be interpreted within the specific context (Jovanovic, T. et al, 2013) . This is the case of nautical tourism in the islands, which has both the general characteristics of the segment and the particularities linked to the geographical location of the island considered.
The ports are a highly strategic intersection in the chain and represent the land-water interface. They are structured in different ways, starting from the more structured marinas to the most essential functions provided by simple slides to the sea. Moreover, the ports are not all functionally identical and have three main features: "garage-port" , "square on the sea" and the marinas, or "nautical villages".
OBJECTIVES AND METHODOLOGY
The aim of this study is to analyse the present situation of one of the largest islands in the Mediterranean in relation to the offer of marinas and what is its degree of openness to the inflow from other "continental territories".
The structure of port supply is analysed through a detailed processing of existing databases. The characteristics of the yachting activity in Sardinia are analysed in 2014 through an original research carried out by the authors as part of their scientific direction of the National Nautical Observatory and of their statistical data analyses, through a proprietary database query related to a panel of 1,204 Italian and foreigners boaters.
This survey consisted first of all in the creation of a structured questionnaire for the two categories of stakeholders analysed: the boaters and the port authorities. The boaters were mainly asked about the modalities and motivations linked to their choice of using Sardinian ports. Authorities were asked about the number of berths and the modes of use by the boaters, crossing the data emerged with those indicated by the boat owners. This, among other things, allowed for the first time to have a complete picture of the flows through a matrix that relates the origin / residence of boaters and the region of the home port.
RESULTS
In Italy the distribution of ports structure and berths is partly different (Table 1) . Source: our elaboration from Osservatorio Nautico Nazionale (2013).
In Sardinia, the distribution of ports is intimately linked to the diversity of coasts in the four provincial groupings (Table 2 and Figure 1 ). The same analysis carried from the geographical point of view shows a homogeneous framework to that of the structures analysed above (Table 3) . Source: Our elaboration from Osservatorio Nautico Nazionale (2013).
With a detailed knowledge of the situation in Sardinia, it is possible to compare it to that of its boating basin (Upper Tyrrhenian) and of Italy (Table 4) . Table 5 shows the geographical distribution of berths by types of ports. Table 6 shows the distribution of berths for permanent mooring and daily transit, by length. Source: our elaboration from Osservatorio Nautico Nazionale (2013).
DISCUSSION
It is useful to focus on the comparison of the data that explicitly concern the boat used and the phase of navigation.
In Figure 2 we can find some information about the size of recreational crafts. When analysing the profile of those who sail along the coast of Sardinia, both those who keep their home port within the region and those in transit, it can be observed that the share of foreign boaters, almost 11%, is significantly higher than that recorded in the Upper Tyrrhenian (4.9%) and than the national average, 4%. Table 9 examined the flow of boaters in transit by origin; while Figure 4 shows the origin of boaters with home port in Sardinia. 
CONCLUSIONS
The Italian situation, within which Sardinia is to be located, presents a very broad and diffuse offer of ports at the regional level. Sardinia occupies a pre-eminent position in its area, the basin of the Upper Tyrrhenian, and also at the national level.
The peculiar geographical distribution of port facilities looks rather unbalanced. There are several explanations for this: an irregular coastline, with coves and inlets that favour the presence of ports; the beauty of the coast and waters, that greatly attracts the boaters; the direct access to Liguria (and, through it, to all the rich north-west of Italy), to Tuscany and to the French Riviera.
Nautical tourism in Sardinia has particular characteristics: the demand is characterised by a significant share of foreign boaters, both resident and in transit, and by the presence of an above average number of large yachts, which are the richest segment of nautical tourism today.
The real challenge to develop nautical tourism lies in organizing an offer in the form of real "tourist packages" that include timely information, promotion of natural, monumental, artistic, cultural treasures and of crafts, food and wine, and collective and individual transport. Such a challenge, paradoxically, is played more on solid ground than on the sea itself.
